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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment of the applicant filed on 03/08/06. 
Claims 1-17,19-37,39-46 presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1,2,15,16,21,22.35.36.4.1,42,45.48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which. applicant regards as the invention. 

3. In claims 1 .2.16.21 ,22,36,41 ,42.45,48, the phrase "fonA/arding the video 
communication request from the broadcast center to the first selected 
communication device" and "fonA/arding the video communication request to the 
second selected communication device" are unclear and vague. The examiner 
has interpreted either "fon/varding the video communication request from the 
broadcast center to the first selected communication device" or "forwarding the 
video communication request to the second selected communication device" to 
mean fonA/arding the resulting of requested video (or the video content) to the 
first or second communication device. 

4. In claims 15 and 35. the phrase "audio-only communication" and "establishing an 
audio-only connection" are unclear and vague. They are conflict with "video 
communication" which is claimed in claims 1 and 21. Is "video communication" or 
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"audio-only communication" claimed in the invention? The examiner has 
interpreted "audio-only communication" and "establishing an audio-only 
connection" to mean video communication. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Offipe action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-17,19-37.39-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spies et al. (Spies) (6.055,314), and Knauerhase (US 
2003/0023691 A1). 

6. Regarding claim 1 , Spies teaches a method for routing video calls to a user of 
multiple communication devices, the method comprising: 

receiving a video communication request at a broadcast center configured 
to distribute programming content from content providers, the video 
communication request addressed to a recipient (i.e. a broadcast center Is a 
video content provider 22, and content providers are video merchants, and a 
recipient is a subscriber/ purchaser 26. The video merchant receives a request 
for a video content program from the purchaser whom presents an IC card 50 to 
the video merchant for a selected video content program. After that, the video 
content provider supplies the video content program on a distribution medium by 
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receiving the request which is addressed to the purchaser from the video 
merchant) (figure 1; and Col. 1, L. 14-22; and Col. 2, L. 34-42. L. 50-61; and Col. 
3. L. 5-19; and Col. 5. L. 10-32. L. 55-62; and Col. 6. L. 51-58; and Col. 8, L. 60- 
67; and Col. 14. L. 24-40); 

identifying the recipient from information contained within the incoming 
request (i.e. before the video content provider supplies a video content program 
to a viewer computing unit 60 of the purchaser, the video content provider must 
identify the purchaser (i.e. by verify the viewer's PIN, the IC card's credential and 
the identification number of the viewer computing unit) through the IC card which 
is coupled to the viewer computing unit 60) (Col. 3, L. 19-27; and Col. 6, L. 52- 
65; and Col. 8. L. 15-25; and Col. 9, L 40-45; and Col. 13. L. 10-20; and Col. 14. 
L 10-15); 

determining a set of communication devices associated with the recipient 
(i.e. a set of communication devices associated with the purchaser might be an 
STB, a desktop, a computer, a DVD player or some other computing mechanism 
that is capable of handling video content program) (Col. 2, L. 34-40; and Col. 3, 
L. 5-14; and Coi. 9. L. 4-13; and Col. 13. L. 35-45); 

forwarding the video communication request from the broadcast center to 
one of the set of communication devices (Col. 3. L. 36-50; and Col. 8, L. 60-67; 
and Col. 9, L. 4-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting from the set of communication devices a first 
communication device with a highest probability of being presently accessible to 
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the recipient at the time the request is received; and fonA/arding the video 
communication request to the first selected communication device. However. 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches selecting from the set of communication devices a first communication 
device with a highest probability of being presently accessible to the recipient at 
the time the request is received; and forwarding the response to the first selected 
communication device (i.e. from the set of communication devices such as work 
computer, cell phone, and pda, etc. The pda communication device is available 
to be selected to receive the request (or response) with a highest probability of 
being presently accessible to the recipient. Therefore, the video content provider 
can fon/vard the video content program to the pda communication device) 
(paragraph 13-20.26.32-34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
selecting from the set of communication devices a first communication device 
with a highest probability of being presently accessible to the recipient at the time 
the request is received; and forwarding the response to the first selected 
communication device, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for 
secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of 
routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically increased 
ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 
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7. Regarding claim 2, Spies teaches in response to the recipient: forwarding the 
video communication request to a modified communication device (such as a 
modified viewer computing unit 60') (Col. 3, L. 36-50; and Col. 8, L. 60-67; and 
Col. 9, L. 4-45; and CoL 1 3, L. 35-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting a second communication device with a next 
highest probability of being presently accessible to the recipient after the first 
selected communication device; and fonvarding the video communication 
request to the second selected communication device. However, Knauerhase, in 
the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches selecting a 
second communication device with a next highest probability of being presently 
accessible to the recipient after the first selected communication device; and 
fon/varding the video communication request to the second selected 
communication device (I.e. from the set of communication devices such as work 
computer, cell phone, and pda, etc. The cell phone Is available to be selected to 
receive the request (or message) with a next highest probability of being 
presently accessible to the recipient) (paragraph 1 3-20,26,32-34). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 2. 

8. Regarding claim 3, Spies teaches a communication device, which Is used to 
receive the video content program associated with the recipient, is currently 
logged In such that the recipient Is authenticated as a user of the communication 
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device (Col. 3. L. 10-26; and Col. 6. L. 34-Col. 7, L. 3; and Col. 8, L. 13-25; and 
Col. 9. L. 4-45; Col. 13, L 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting a communication device from the set of 
communication devices. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor 
having closely related objectivity, teaches selecting a communication device from 
the set of communication devices (paragraph 13-20,26,32-34). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 3. 

9. Regarding claim 4, Spies teaches using a communication device is associated 
with the recipient to receive the video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 
9, L.4-45;Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting from the set of communication devices a 
communication device last accessed by the recipient/purchaser. However, , 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches selecting from the set of communication devices a communication 
device last accessed by the. recipient (paragraph 13-20,26,32-34). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 4. 
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10. Regarding claim 5, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or viewer 
computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to receive the 
video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9. L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach obtaining schedule data identifying probable physical 
locations of the recipient at various times; determining from the schedule a 
probable physical location of the recipient at the time the request is received; and 
selecting from the set of communication devices a communication device in 
closest proximity to the probable physical location of the recipient. However, 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches obtaining schedule data identifying probable physical locations of the 
recipient at various times (paragraph 26,38); determining from the schedule a 
probable physical location of the recipient at the time the request is received 
(paragraph 13-15,19,26,32-33,38); and selecting from the set of communication 
devices a communication device in closest proximity to the probable physical 
location of the recipient (paragraph 13-15,19,26,32-33,38), 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
obtaining schedule data identifying probable physical locations of the recipient at 
various times; determining from the schedule a probable physical location of the 
recipient at the time the request is received; and selecting from the set of 
communication devices a communication device in closest proximity to the 
probable physical location of the recipient, in the teachings of Spies in system 
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and method for secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the 
purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically 
increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 6, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or viewer 
computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to receive the 
video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach storing usage pattern data identifying communication 
devices used by the recipient at various times; and determining from the usage 
pattern data a communication device accessible to the recipient at the time the • 
request is reqeived. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having 
closely related objectivity, teaches storing usage pattern data identifying 
communication devices used by the recipient at various times (paragraph 
19,26,31); and determining from the usage pattern data a communication device 
accessible to the recipient at the time the request is received (paragraph 14- 
15,19.26,32-33,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
storing usage pattern data identifying communication devices used by the 
recipient at various times; and determining from the usage pattern data a 
communication device accessible to the recipient at the time the request is 
received, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for secure purchase 
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and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of routing the video 
content program to purchasers with dramatically increased ease, flexibility and 
situational appropriateness. 

12. Regarding claim 7, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or viewer 
computing units) whicli is associated with the recipient/purchaser to receive the . 
video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach storing user preference data identifying communication 
devices to be used by the recipient at various times; and detemiining from the 
user preference data a communication device to be used by the recipient at the 
time the request is received. HoWever, Knauerhase, in the same field of 
endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches storing user preference data 
identifying communication devices to be used by the recipient at various times 
(paragraph 19,26,31); and determining from the user preference data a 
communication device to be used by the recipient at the time the request is 
received (paragraph 14-15,19,26,32-33,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
storing user preference data identifying communication devices to be used by the 
recipient at various times; and determining from the user preference data a 
communication device to be used by the recipient at the time the request is 
received, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for secure purchase * 
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and delivery of video cx)ntent programs, for the purpose of routing the video 
content program to purchasers with dramatically increased ease, flexibility and 
situational appropriateness. 

13. Regarding claim 8, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or viewer 
computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to receive the 
video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9. L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach determining, based on a locator device carried by the 
recipient, an actual physical location of the recipient at the time the call is 
• received; and selecting from the set of communication devices a communication 
device in closest proximity to the actual physical location of the recipient. 
However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related 
objectivity, teaches determining, based on a locator device carried by the 
recipient, an actual physical location of the recipient at the time the call is 
received (paragraph 13-15,19,32-33); and selecting from the set of 
communication devices a communication device in closest proximity to the actual 
physical location of the recipient (paragraph 13-15,19,26,32-33,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
determining, based on a locator device carried by the recipient, an actual 
physical location of the recipient at the time the call is received; and selecting 
from the set of communication devices a communication device in closest 
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proximity to tlie actual physical location of the recipient, in the teachings of Spies 
in system and method for secure purchase and delivery of video content 
programs, for the purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers 
with dramatically increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

14. Regarding claim 9, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or viewer 
computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to receive the 
video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9. L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach polling each communication device within the set for 
an indication of the recipient's presence. However, Knauerhase, in the same field 
of endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches polling each 
communication device within the set for an indication of the recipient's presence 
(paragraph 32-34,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
polling each communication device within the set for an indication of the 
recipient's presence, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for secure 
purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of routing the 
video content program to purchasers with dramatically increased ease, flexibility 
and situational appropriateness. 
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15. Regarding claim 10, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or 
viewer computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to 
receive the video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, 
L, 10-45). 

Spies fails to teach receiving an indication of the recipient's presence from 
a communication device within the set. However, Knauerhase,. in the same field . 
of endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches receiving an indication of 
the recipient's presence from a communication device within the set (paragraph 
14-20,26,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
receiving an indication of the recipient's presence from a communication device 
within the set, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for secure 
purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of routing the 
video content program to purchasers with dramatically increased ease, flexibility 
and situational appropriateness. 

16. Regarding claim 1 1 , Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or 
viewer computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to 
receive the video content program (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, 
L 10-45). 
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Spies fails to teach receiving an indication of the recipient's presence sent 
from a communication device within the set in response to a user command. 
However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related 
objectivity, teaches receiving an indication of the recipient's presence sent from a 
communication device within the set in response to a user command (paragraph 
26,32-33). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
receiving an indication of the recipient's presence sent from a communication 
device within the set in response to a user command, in the teachings of Spies in 
system and method for secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, 
for the purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers with 
dramatically increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

17. Regarding claim 12, Spies teaches using one of communication devices (or 
viewer computing units) which is associated with the recipient/purchaser to 
receive the video content program and its configuration information (Col. 3, L. 10- 
26; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). . 

Spies fails to teach receiving configuration information from a user 
pertaining to a new communication device associated with the user; and adding 
the configuration information to information pertaining to a set of communication 
devices associated with the user. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of 
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endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches receiving configuration 
information from a user pertaining to a new communication device associated 
with the user (paragraph 14,26); and adding the configuration information to 
information pertaining to a set of communication devices associated with the user 
(paragraph 14-15.26,38). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
receiving configuration information from a user pertaining to a new 
communication device associated with the user; and adding the configuration 
information to information pertaining to a set of communication devices 
associated with the user, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for 
secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of 
routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically increased 
ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

18. Regarding claim 13, Spies teaches Spies teaches configuration information 
comprises at least one of a name for the communication device, a type of the 
communication device, and a network address for the device (Col. 3, L. 10-26; 
and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 13. L. 35-45). 
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19. Regarding claim 14, Spies teaches in response to the user accepting the video 
communication request: establishing communication with the communication 
device (Col, 3, L. 36-50; and Col. 9, L. 4-45). 

Spies fails to teach establishing communication with the first selected 
communication device. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor 
having closely related objectivity, teaches establishing communication with the 
first selected communication device (paragraph 13-20.26,32-34). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 14. 

20. Regarding claim 15, Spies teaches the video comnriunication request originates 
from a purchaser has an IC card which can be compatibly interfaced to the 
merchant computing unit. Moreover, this IC card is coupled to the viewer 
computing unit which is capable of audio and video communication and wherein 
establishing comprises: 

detecting that the communication device supports audio-only 
communication (i.e. the viewer computing unit might be a set-top box for an 
interactive television system and a display. Therefore, it implies the viewer 
computing unit can support audio-only communication) (Col. 3, L. 36-50; and CoL 
9, L. 4-45); and 

establishing an audio-only connection with the communicatipn device (Col. 
3. L. 36-50; and Col. 9, L. 4-45). 
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Spies fails to teach a caller device and the first selected communication 
device. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely 
related objectivity, teaches a caller device and the first selected communication 
device (figure 1; and paragraph 13-20,26,32-33). 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 15. 

21. Regarding claim 16, Spies teaches each communication device in the set has an 
associated network address, and wherein forwarding comprises: 

addressing the video communication request to the network address for 
the communication device (i.e. the network address for the communication 
device is inherited from the distribution network) (Col. 3, L. 36-50; and Col. 8, L. 
60-67; and Col. 9, L 4-45): and 

transmitting the video communication request to the communication 
device (Col. 3, L. 36-50; and Col. 8, L. 60-67; and Col. 9, L. 4-45). 

Spies fails to teach the first selected communication device. However, 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches the first selected communication device (figure 1; and paragraph 13- 
20,26,32-33). . . 

The same motivation that was utilized in claim 1 , applies equally as well to 
claim 16. 
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22. Regarding claim 17, Spies teaches the network address comprises one of a 
uniform resource locator (URL), an Internet protocol (IP) address, a media 
access control (MAC) address, and a telephone number (I.e. the distribution 
network implies an IP address or the telephone network implies a telephone 
number) (Col. 6, L. 34-45). 

23. Regarding claim 19, Spies teaches the broadcast center is selected from the 
group consisting of cable head-end, an Internet server, and a satellite broadcast 
center (Col. 1. L. 14-22; and Col. 14, L. 32-37). 

24. Regarding claim 20, Spies teaches the video communication request comprises 
an address that uniquely identifies the recipient associated with the set of 
communication devices (Col. 2, L. 50-61; and Col. 3, L. 5-19; and Col. 8, L. 13- 
47; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; and Col. 13. L 10-45). 

25. Regarding claim 42, Spies teaches a method for routing video calls to a user of 
multiple communication devices, the method comprising: 

receiving a video communication request addressed to a recipient, the 
recipient being associated with the set of communication devices (i.e. content 
providers are video merchants, and a recipient is a subscriber/ purchaser 26. The 
video merchant receives a request for a video content program from the 
purchaser whom presents an IC card 50 to the video merchant for a selected 
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video content program. IVIoreover, a set of communication devices associated 
with tlie purchaser might be an STB, a desl^top, a computer, a DVD player or 
some other computing mechanism that is capable of handling video content 
program) (figure 1; and Col. 1, L. 14-22; and Col. 2, L. 34-42. L. 50-61; and Col. 
3, L. 5-19; and Col. 5, L. 10-32, L 55-62; and Col. 6. L. 51-58; and Col. 8, L. 60- 
67; and Col. 9, L. 4-13; and Col. 13. L. 35-45; and Col. 14, L. 24-40); 

a communication device, which is used to receive the video content 
program associated with the recipient, is currently logged in such that the 
recipient is authenticated as a user of the communication device (Col. 3, L. 10- 
26; and Col. 6. L. 34-Col. 7, L. 3; and Col. 8, L. 13-25; and Col. 9, L. 4-45; Col. 
13, L 10-45). 

forwarding the video communication request to the communication device 
(Col. 3. L. 36-50; and Col. 8. L. 60-67; and Col. 9, L. 4-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting a first communication device from the set of 

* 

communication devices, and forwarding the response to the first communication 
device. However, Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely 
related objectivity, teaches selecting a first communication device from the set of 
communication devices, and forwarding the response to the first communication 
device (paragraph 13-20.26,32-34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
selecting a first communication device from the set of communication devices, 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,672 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2145 

and foHA/arding the response to the first communication device, in the teachings 
of Spies in system and method for secure purchase and delivery of video content 
programs, for the purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers 
with dramatically increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

26. Regarding claim 43, Spies teaches 

fronni using the communication device that the recipient is logged in to the 
communication device (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and Col. 6. L. 34-Col. 7, L. 3; and Col. 8, 
L. 13-25; and Col. 9. L. 4-45; Col. 13. L. 10-45); 

from using a modified communication device of the set of communication 
devices that the recipient is logged in to the modified communication device (Col. 
3, L. 10-26; and Col. 8, L. 13-25; and Col. '9, L. 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45); and 

Spies fails to teach receiving notification from the first communication 
device that indicates the recipient's the first communication device is currently 
reachable; receiving notification from a second communication device of the set 
of communication devices that indicates the recipient's the second 
communication device is currently reachable; and determining that the recipient 
logged into the first communication device more recently than the second 
communication device such that there is a higher probability of the first 
communication device being presently accessible to the recipient. However, 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches receiving notification from the first communication device that indicates 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,672 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2145 

the recipients the first communication device is currently reachable (i.e. the first 
communication device is pda) (paragraph 14, 16-21,32-34); receiving notification 
from a second communication device of the set of communication devices that 
indicates the recipient's the second communication device is currently reachable 
(i.e. the second communication device is cell phone) (paragraph 14, 16-21,32- 
34); and determining that the recipient logged into the first communication device 
more recently than the second communication device such that there is a higher 
probability of the first communication device being presently accessible to the 
recipient (i.e. The pda communication device is available to be selected to 
receive the request (or response) with a highest probability of being presently 
accessible to the recipient) (paragraph 13-20,26,32-34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
receiving notification from the first communication device that indicates the 
recipient's the first communication device is currently reachable; receiving 
notification from a second communication device of the set of communication ' 
devices that indicates the recipient's the second communication device is 
currently reachable; and determining that the recipient logged into the first 
communication device more recently than the second communication device 
. such that there is a higher probability of the first communication device being 
presently accessible to the recipient, in the teachings of Spies in system and 
method for secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the 
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purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically 
increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 



27. Regarding claim 44, Spies teaches the video communication request is received 
by a communication node selected from the group comprising a set top box 
(STB), a cable head-end, and Internet server, and a satellite broadcast center 
(Col. 1 , L. 14-22; and Col. 14, L. 32-37). 

28. Regarding claim 45, Spies teaches a method for routing video calls to a user of 
multiple communication devices, the method comprising: 

receiving a video communication request addressed to a recipient, the 
recipient being associated with the set of communication devices (i.e. content 
providers are video merchants, and a recipient is a subscriber/ purchaser 26. The 
video merchant receives a request for a video content program from the 
purchaser whom presents an IC card 50 to the video merchant for a selected 
video content program. Moreover, a set of communication devices associated 
with the purchaser might be an STB, a desktop, a computer, a DVD player or 
some other computing mechanism that is capable of handling video content 
program) (figure 1; and Col. 1. L. 14-22; and Col. 2, L. 34-42, L. 50-61; and Col. 
3, L. 5-19; and Col. 5, L. 10-32, L. 55-62; and Col. 6, L. 51-58; and Col. 8. L. 60- 
67; and Col. 9, L. 4-13; and Col. 13, L. 35-45; and Col. 14. L. 24-40); 
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a communication device, which is used to receive the video content 
program associated with the recipient, is currently logged in (Col. 3, L. 10-26; and 
Col. 8, L. 13-25; and Col. 9, L 4-45; Col. 13, L. 10-45). 

forwarding the video communication request to the communication device 
(Col. 3, L. 36-50; and Col. 8. L. 60-67; and Col. 9. L. 4-45). 

Spies fails to teach selecting a first communication device from the set of 
communication devices which is last accessed by the recipient, and forwarding 
the response to the first communication device. However, Knauerhase, in the 
same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, teaches selecfing a first 
communication device from the set of communication devices which is last 
accessed by the recipient, and forwarding the response to the first 
communication devjce (paragraph 13-20.26,32-34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
selecting a first communication device from the set of communication devices 
which is last accessed by the recipient, and forwarding the response to the first 
communication device, in the teachings of Spies in system and method for 
secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the purpose of 
routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically increased 
ease, fiexibility and situational appropriateness. 
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29. Regarding claim 46, Spies teaches a method for routing video calls to a user of 
multiple communication devices, the method comprising: 

associating a user with a set of communication devices (i.e. a set of 
communication devices associated with the purchaser might be an STB, a 
desktop, a computer, a DVD player or some other computing mechanism that is 
capable of handling video content program) (Col. 2, L. 34-40; and Col. 3, L. 5-14; 
and Col. 9, L. 4-13; and Col. 13. L. 35-45); 

receiving a video communication request at a first time, the video 
communication request addressed to the user (i.e. content providers are video 
merchants, and a recipient is a subscriber/ purchaser 26. The video merchant 
receives a request for a video content program from the purchaser whom 
presents an IC card 50 to the video merchant for a selected video content 
program. After that, the video content provider supplies the video content 
program on a distribution medium by receiving the request which is addressed to 
the purchaser from the video merchant) (figure 1; and Col. 2, L. 34-42, L. 50-61; 
and Col. 3, L. 5-19; and Col. 5. L 10-32, L. 55-62; and Col. 6, L. 51-58; and Col. 
8, L. 60-Col. 9, L. 45; and Col. 14. L. 24-40); 

fon/varding the video communication request to one of the set of 
communication devices (Col. 3. L. 36-50; and Col. 8. L. 60-67; and Col. 9, L. 4- 
45). 

Spies fails to teach storing usage pattern data identifying a set of times 
during which each communication device in the set of communication devices is 
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used; comparing the first time with the set of times to determine a first 
communication device of the set of communication devices with a highest 
probability of being presently accessible to the user; and forwarding the video 
communication request to the first selected communication device. However, 
Knauerhase, in the same field of endeavor having closely related objectivity, 
teaches storing usage pattern data identifying a set of times during which each 
communication device in the set of communication devices is used (paragraph 
1 9,26.31 ); comparing the first time with the set of times to determine a first 
communication device of the set of communication devices with a highest 
probability of being presently accessible to the user; and fonA/arding the video 
communication request to the first selected communication device (i.e. from the 
set of communication devices such as work computer, cell phone, and pda, etc. 
The pda communication device is available to be selected to receive the request 
(or response) with a highest probability of being presently accessible to the 
recipient. Therefore, the video content provider can fonA^ard the video content 
program to the pda communication device) (paragraph 13-20,26,32-34). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated Knauerhase's teachings of 
storing usage pattern data identifying a set of times during which each 
communication device In the set of communication devices Is used; comparing 
the first time with the set of times to determine a first communication device of . 
the set of communication devices with a highest probability of being presently 
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accessible to the user; and fon/varding the video communication request to the 
first selected communication device, in the teachings of Spies in system and 
method for secure purchase and delivery of video content programs, for the 
purpose of routing the video content program to purchasers with dramatically 
increased ease, flexibility and situational appropriateness. 

30. Claims 21-37,39-40 are corresponding system claims of method claims 1-17,19- 
20. Therefore, they are rejected under the same rationale. 

31 .Claim 41 is corresponding system claim of method claim 1 . Therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 03/08/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17,19-37,39-46 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earjier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MINH-CHAU N. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4242. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am 
- 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JASON D. CARDONE can be reached on (571) 272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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